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; made of Engliſh Wooll, but of late Years hath been che return of Moniey only. whereby the Con- 


ſtuffs, It is humbly prayed, That this Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed to lay alide the aforeſaid Bill 


THE ext. >, C 
CORPORATION of WEAVFRS 


At London and Canterbury do Humbly Offer to the Confideration of 


' The Honourable Houſeof COMMONS: 


That this Kingdom will ſuſtain great Evils and Dammage, if « Bill now depending 
this Houſe ſhould paſs into a Law ; which Bill enjoyns the Wear of Cloath or Leathe)/ 
and conſequently Reſtrains the Wear of Silks and Stuffs, mixed with Wooll, Silk und © 
Hair, V1Zz. 


F H E reſtraint of wearing ſich Silks and Stufis by the Nobility and Gentry ſeven Months 


in the Year, and by the Commonalty at all times, will necellarily impoveriſh and de. 

populate this Kingdom, there bing no Trade that imploy ſo many people as thoſe re. 

lating to the ManufaCturing of $i/k and Hair; for upon the moſt modeſt Computation 
they are judged to be ſeveral Hundreds of Thouſands of Weavers, Throwſters, Windſters, Dyers, 
and other Dependants thereupon; many of which have (according to Law) ſerved Seven Years 
Apprentiſhip to their ſeveral Trades, and have noother Freehold or Inhexitance for themſelves and 
Families to ſubſiſt on, and who by ſuch a Law wil (in a manner) be-deprwed of their Trades, and 
thereby neceſſitated to ſeek their Living in other parts, or become chargeable to the places of their 
abodes; For that the Merchant cannot give Credit, nor the Weaver, Throwſter, &c. ſupply their 
Journeymen and Windfters the year round , without returns of Moneys for their Commodities z 
And their Journeymen, &c. polteſs nothing bat what they ger by their daily Labour to ſupply theic 
daily Wants, Nor can their Journeymen, &«c..expect to be imployed in the ManufaCturing of 
Cloath, for that (as hereafter is evident) Exportatien of Cloath to Twrky will be abated , and 
conſequently the preſent Manufactures of Wooll want imployment. 

Thar although chis Bill provides that Stuffs made of Afobair Yarn (being lined with Cloath or 
Stuffs made of Wooll) may be worn in upper Garments by menonly, yet ſuck Stutfs (if Camlery 
are meant thereby) do not confume the 8th. part of Mohair Yarn imported, nor will they imploy 4 
z3oth. part of the ManufaCtures that Mobair Yarn do now imploy : For that Hair Shaggs , the 
Ground and Shoot whereofis Hoollen Yarn, and the ſeveral Commodities hereafter mentioned, wiz. 

Hair Prunells , which are cuſtomarily worn by the Clergy in the Summer ſeaſon, together with 

Camlets, Barratines , Criſpiana's, Tamalta's , Calamancees, Mohair , Farrendiens , Merella's, and 
divers other Stutts are made of three parts of Mohair Yarn, and but one part $:/k, and thele are P 
chiefly for the uſe of Women in the Winter ſeaſon who are not allowed to wear the (ame. | . 

And although this Bill provides that Womens Garments may be lined with Silk , ©. yet ſuch 
Linings have Cuftomarily been imported from the Indies, andthe Engliſh Manufactures of Si/kand 
Hair by ſuch Proviſion no wayes benefited. 

That ſuch a Law will deſtroy the intention of the Bill ic elf, by leſſening the Conſumption of 
Exnglifh Wooll, and impoveriſhing the ManufaCtures thereof. For that the greateſt part of our 
coarſe Cloths and Stutts made of Engliſh Wooll are Tranſported beyond the Seas, and chiefly to 
Twrkey, in return whereof the Merchants neceliarily import Raw Silk and Mobair Yarn wholly uri- 
manufattured, which imploys ſo many Thouſands in this Kingdom. Now it the Conſumption of 
Silk and Hair be abated , as it muſt be by the reſtrainc of the wear thereof, rhe Exportation of 
Cloth which goes out fully manufaCtur'd, muſt proportionably abate thereunto for that Twrkydoth = 
not afford Commodities proper for England tobe broughtinreturnes,other than Raw Silk and Mobair _ 
Yarn. So that Whereas the Turkey Company have fo late Exported 25 or 30 thouſand Cloths in | 
one Year, they will by this Reſtraint be greatly reduced. And for that every of the Nobility, 
Gentry, and better ſorts of Tradeſmen and their Families will not wear our coarſe Clothes made 
of Engliſh Weol, but fine Dutch Clothes, and Cloches made of Spaniſh Wooll. It being evident, and 
the Clotbiers themſelves will acknowledge that Salicbary, Devonſhire and» Worceſter Clahes from 11 s. 

ard and upwards have not-one Lock of Englifh Wool! contained in them, except Clothes made 
of that ſmall quantity of Engliſh Wool which Lempfeer atfords, the quantity whereof is very inconft- 
derable. Upon which it is manifeſt, That the more Silks are worn in Eeg/end (if Manufattur'd 
here) the greater is the Conſumption of Engliſh Wooll, for ſuch perſons as wears a Sik or Mobair 
Garment doth certainly expend more Eng/iſb Wooll , that being return of Engliſh Woollen Clath. _ 

And the Conſumption of Wooll will alſo beleſlened by che Reſtraint of che wear of Stufts, made 
of part Wooll, and part Silk ; for that the ſeveral Stutfs hereafter mentioned , wz Bombazines 
Amthorines , Silk-Sayes , Crape, Silk Maſquerade, Strip'd Cheneys, Virgins Beauty, Drefts of all * 
ſorts, Druggets of all ſorts, Silk ſhades, Wirfted Barratines, Glaſſamines, Katharina's, Tameenes, = 
Eſftameenes, and all other or moſt Norwich Stutts, with great Nunmbersof other ſtatis too many © 
to be here inſerted, baving but one part of Silk it them and nine parts of Worſted ( which our + 
Engliſh Sheeps Wooll; yet becauſe of that lirtle part of Silk, muſt not be worn in Apparel. . *- 2: 

That this Reſtraint will not only ruine the Engliſh ManutaCtures of Silk and Hair , but a 
Numbers of French Proteſtants that fled hither fromthe Perſecurions in France , Who willbe-nece 
fitated to departinto other parts, for it is well knownthat the ſarr greater Numbers of ſich Prote- EPS + 
ſtantStrangershave been imployedand wholly ſubſiſt by Manufacturing of Silk and Mohgir TW = - > 
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* Bugnowif it ſhall pleaſe the Parliament inſtead of Reſtraining the Wear of our own Manufas gd ; 
ures to prohibit the Wearing of Silks and ſtuffs Manufattured the Forreign part, and thax be * 2 
cauſe Manufattured filks heretofore Imported from France was thie return or product of Cloth, - 


ſumptlon of Wooll hath been abated about fix hundred thouſand 1. per .A#nwm, this would certainly 
inrich this Nation ; and cauſe a greater Conſumptionof Wooll, © 

For theſe Reaſons and for that the ſaid Reſtraints will in a manner prohibit the uſe of Silk & Hair 
ſtuffs, and be the preſent ruineof many Mercersand others, whoſe Stocks confiſtin Silks and Hair 
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